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INNOVATIONS BLOSSOM IN THE CITY OF LOVE

Self-taught British designer Tom Dixon was
named Designer of the Year at Maison et
Objet in January, regarded as one of the
three most important European trade fairs
for interior design and decoration. Sitting at
the forefront of the Parisian design scene,
Dixon's presence was also noted at Paris
Fashion Week, which tied in with Maison et
Objet via a collaboration with Adidas,
showcasing apparel, footwear and luggage
at the Parisian concept store.

This year’s Maison et Objet fair took
place at the Paris-Nord Villepinte Exhibition
Centre, where the world’s top designers,

latest trends and ideas were brought together
into one exciting platform. Topping the
agenda of Maison et Objet was observations
of the latest trends; throughout the year,
members of the Maison et Objet Observatory
identify and analyse micro-signals heralding

changing influences.

The theme of the season — Elsewhere —
was an invitation to ‘distant inner journeys'
Each session, this focus on the future was
embodied in the design of three areas:
Elsewhere in Nature, Elsewhere Under the
Sun and Elsewhere in Abysses & Space were
respectively created by trends consultancy
firms Croisements, Elizabeth Leriche and the
NellyRodi agency, and publishers of the
Maison et Objet Inspirations Books.

Steaming ahead, the Asia edition of
Maison et Objet will be taking place
from 10-13 March at the Marina Bay Sands
Expo and Convention Centre in Singapore.
With more than 180 exhibitors, Maison et
Objet Asia will present the best in interior
design product ranges and concepts
with a particular emphasis on regional
design offerings.

Clockwise from top left Delegates at Maison et Objet
e ‘Elsewhere’ was this Year’s theme e Cell pendant
lamps, by Designer of the year Tom Dixon e Maison
et Objet makes its Asian debut this month in
Singapore
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NEEL SUTRA STORE PAYS HOMAGE
TO INDIAN DESIGN TRADITION

The new 204 sq-m Neel Sutra shop located at The Oberoi in
Gurgaon, India, was designed by Akshat Bhatt, Aditya Tognatta
and Nikhil Auluck from Architecture Discipline using forgotten
timber of Indian origin.

Tall, free-floating, black metal frames are appended to a modular
storage system fashioned with mild steel members, referencing the
structural members that are used to hold the roof together in a hut.

The backdrop is rendered black with a no-sheen, black paint, while
the matte black finish adopts a kajal polish (referencing the Indian
kohl pencil) to exploit the void-ness of black. Originally envisaged as
a series of the traditional Indian dhurrie, representational of the Indian
weaves, the floor is a hand-tufted carpet in ecru and blue, with nine
different tones of grey.

A threadwork installation (recalling sutra, a remnant of textile
weaves) at the front of the store in shades of blue and orange also
makes a reference to the branding. The high contrast of the
display units is minimised by generating ambient light with a row
of deep, recessed fixtures concealed in the ridge of the roof.

The self-contained track and uplight allows for various levels of
light to enhance the store, yet permitting flexibility in display.
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Shangri-La Hotel Lhasa will open its doors next month,
offering 289 contemporary guestrooms overlooking Potala
Palace and the Himalayan mountain range, 10 long-stay
apartments, Shambala (a tapas bar and lounge), Altitude (an
open kitchen with an outdoor dining area) and Shang Palace
(a signature restaurant with 10 private dining rooms).

Also anchoring the property are an oxygen lounge, a spa,
fully equipped gym, an indoor swimming pool and a
professional clinic. In terms of design, the focal point is the
Lodgers Lounge with its high ceilings, Thangkas (Tibetan
paintings), and a 6.5 metre bell-like chandelier draped in flowing
red fabric reminiscent of a prayer wheel. Also, at the front desk, a
floating cloud installation creates a dream-like space.
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MORITA INSPIRED BY ‘FIVE
FORCES' FOR GOGYO HONG KONG

The elements of gold, wood, water, fire and Earth — the “five forces of
Gogyo”, according to interior designer Yasumichi Morita — have been
seamlessly integrated via wooden tables, copper-coloured doors and
pristine blue glass materials at the first overseas outlet of the Gogyo
noodle restaurant chain, in Hong Kong.

Since 2001, Morita has, via his Hong Kong-based firm Y.Morita
Design, completed various projects in the territory, including W Hong
Kong. For Gogyo Hong Kong, he led his Japan-based design firm
Glamorous in arranging for each aspect of the interiors to match the
philosophy of Gogyo, founded by the ‘Ramen King' Shigemi
Kawahara in 2003.
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